A BARREN ISLAND MYSTERY.

.....

WAS IT AN ATTEMPT TO MURDER {

Ex-Alderman Nicholas R. O’Connor, of
this city, is interested in many enterprises, chief
among which is a gaslight company which illu-
minates the greater part of New-Jersey. Besides
being a member of the Union Club, Secretary of
a lawn tennis society, and the leader of the ger-
man in Harlem, he is an amateur photograpler,
second anly in skill to the son of Mr, Avnold, of
Arnold, Coustable & Co. The ex-Alderman last
year had made for him at great expensg 3 gor-
geous pair of knickerbockers, or knee breeches.
MeCarthy, the tailor, told him that with the
upper part of his lower limbs incased in thesg
knicketrbockers he would ereate a flutter amang
the gentler sex at the scaside. The ex-Alderman
obsorved that he +was married. and the
subject was dropped. He went to TFire
Island for a ftew days vrecreation, and,
while promenading on the beach, was

attacked by 8 party of fishermen who afterward
declared that they thought they had clubbed the
life out of anew kind of séa ser%ant. When the
ex-Alderman recovered from his injuries he
swore a mighty oath that he would never again
wear the knickerbockers, and e gave them fto
his wife, tellng her to sell them to the old elo’
man.

A few weeks ago the ex-Alderman wag seized
with the amateur photographﬁ mania, and pur-
chased an expensive camera apd other apparatus.
He rushed out to_ Pike County, Penp., and togk
views of all the wild scenepy in that pioturesque
countrgr. He photographed farmers, their wives,
and children, and returined to this city rejoicing.
He presented the phqtoimphs to his neighbors,
and tlhiey are asking themselves the question,
¢ What did we ever do to Nick O'Connpr "

On Friday eveni.nﬁx the regular monthly meet-
ing of the Baconand Cabbage Clubwas held in itg
clubraoms in Park-place, and DMajor P. M. Hav-
erty presided. After the pig’s head and bacon
and cabbage had disarl)pea;red, and the only bey-
erage—hot whisky—allowéd to be served in the
cluvurooms had been liberally passed around, ex-
Alderman O’Conpor opened § large trunk and
produced his camera, saying that he would take
views of the membersy of the club in various
groups by electric lgﬁ)ht- The temperature of the
room was about 140°, but no meinber was al-
lowed to put iece in his hot whisky, and it is

wzainst the rules of the club for any member to
usp a fan or other 'cooling machine, The
ex-Alderman topk several very satisfactory
views, and the club members voted that conies
should be sent to the yarious charjtable institu-
tions. The members learned with deep regret
that the ex-Alderman intended to spend tha re-
mainder of the season at Fire Isiand catching
instantaneois views of passing stéamers. ' Mo-
Carthy, the tailor, pergpaded him to again wear
knickerbockers, and the ex-Alderman consented,
ATl of Tuésday night g force of tailora were at
work malking the knickerbockers, and early yes:
terday morning they were sent to the ex-Alder-
mai,

Least evening the ex-Alderman appeared at his
office in Park-place. He walked Inme and told a
strange story. He said that yesterday morn:
ing, upon the invitation of a relative ot his old
friend, Police Justice Andrvew Jackson White,
fie went to Barren Island. e had heard of Bar-
ren Isiand befaye, but had never visited it, He
had an idea that it was a charming and pictur-
esque spot il its name meant anything. He
ware his k.ni.clzel.'bue‘»gqlxl's gugl carried his photo-
graphic’apparatus with hiw; also a speciidl per-
mit from the Presitlent of the Bacon gnd (ab-
bage Club to carry a fan. When he neared the
island he waus certain ‘that he Wwas _not ap-
proaching @& bed of Tases, He saw
some buildings which loolked like factories of
some kiud, and when he landed he wished hio was
at lis home in Harlew. He determined, hows-
aver, not to lose the opportunity to gather someo
views and ajmead his eaimera _at a buildipg which
he was told was Justice White's Sunimer resi-
dence. Ho was hard at_work when, he says, &
shot was fired at bini. _He shrieked *“ Murder !
“ Polico P at the top of his voice aud aroused the
natives, Search was made for the would-be
murderer, but he was not disecovered. Biood
triekled from a spot-on the calf of the ex-Alder-
man’s left leg. The surgrons ¢f the Barren {sl-
and Hospital examined the wound and gave it
as their opinion that it wwas the work ot a masqui-
10. They actually laughed over it. JiX-Alderman
('Connpr wa: highly indignant. He said that
Iie not only heard the shot, bnt saw a man with
a gun, and felt the wound in his left leg all at
the same timo. He was gerfain that an attempt
to murder him had been made. His wound was
dressed 1ast night by Tailor MeCarty, who wap a
surgeon in the army, and the ex-Alderman was
conveyed to his home in & carriage. He will go
to Firae Island as soan as he recovers fram his in-
juries. He is thankful that he escaped from
Barren Island with his cawmera, aund promises to
do great work at Fire Island.
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